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People have souls, not clockworks, 
Menachem Mendel Morgenstern 
(1787–1859), a Hasidic tsaddik from 
Kock (pronounced “Kotsk”), used to 
say. For many years, the town was one 
of the major centres of Hasidism in 
Poland and home to a Hasidic dynasty 
famous for its ardent and enthusiastic 
piety. Its founder, Menachem Mendel 
Morgenstern, was most likely born in 
Biłgoraj. He was tutored, among others, 
by the famous Hasidic master Simcha 
Bunem of Przysucha and Jacob Isaac 
Horowitz, called the Seer of Lublin. In 
1829, he settled in Kock. During his 
teaching sessions, he strove for a syn-
thesis of the rigorous rabbinic regula-
tions and most poetic mystical visions, 
of the Talmud and Kabbalah, and also 
pursued secular learning and medieval 
natural philosophy. He taught that there 
is but one Divine revelation and but one 
God’s will, and that a Hasid’s duty is 
to do everything to learn their hidden 

meanings. In 1839, he experienced 
a revelation, after which he decided 
to burn all his manuscripts and spend 
the rest of his life in seclusion, isolated 
in a bricked-up chamber next to the 
prayer room in his house in Kock. Many 
of his followers left him at that time, 
although some of them stayed in town, 
acknowledging the leadership of the 
tsaddik’s descendants after his death. His 
son David (1812–1873), and grandson 
Izrael (1840–1905) succeeded him as 
the rabbis of Kock and the rebbes of the 
local Hasidic court. ¶ The teachings of 
Menachem Mendel were popularised 
by theVienna-born Jewish philosopher 
Martin Buber, in his Tales of the Hasidim 
(published in 1903–1904). The Kock 
tsaddik’s definition of idolatry, as writ-
ten down by Buber, was cited in Pope 
Francis’ first papal encyclical, published 
in 2013 by the Vatican: Idolatry is ‘when 
a face addresses a face which is not a face’ 
(Lumen Fidei, 13).„ God’s dwelling ¶ “Where does God live?” – asked the Kotzker rebbe to the 

surprise of the several learned men staying as guests in his house. They laughed 
at these words: “What are you saying, rabbi? The world is full of His wonders!” ¶ But he 
answered his own question: “God lives wherever you let Him in.”

One travels to Kock dancing.
A 19th-century Hasidic folk song

Kock
Ukr. Коцьк, Yid. קָאצק





A view of Kock from 
the road, watercolour 
by Zygmunt Vogel, 
, collection of the 
National Museum in 
Warsaw.

„ Different customs ¶ A Hasid of the rebbe of Kotzk (Kock) and a Hasid of 
the rebbe of Chernobil were discussing their ways of doing things. The disci-

ple of the Chernoboler rebbe said: ¶ “We stay awake every night between Thursday and 
Friday; on Friday, we give alms in proportion to what we have; and on the Sabbath, we 
recite the entire Book of Psalms.” “And we,” said the Hasid from Kotzk, “stay awake every 
night as long as we can; we give alms whenever we run across a poor man and happen to 
have money in our pockets, and we do not say the psalms it took David seventy years of 
hard work to write, all in a row, but [we recite them] according to the need of the hour.” ¶ 
Menachem Mendel of Kotzk, in: M. Buber, Tales of the Hasidim, trans. Olga Marx, New 
York 1991, edited.

The tsaddik’s house ¶ At the inter-
section of Wojska Polskiego, Warszaw-
ska, and Polna Streets there is a wooden 
house with a distinctive polygonal turret 
that allows a view in all directions. How-
ever, this so-called “tsaddik’s house” was 
not where Menachem Mendel lived – it 
was built at the turn of the 20th century, 
presumably as a post office. From the 
beginning of the 1930s, however, it was 
home to the court of the last of Kotzker 
(Kock) tsaddikim – Izrael Lejba and 

Abraham Josek Morgenstern, Menachem 
Mendel’s great-grandsons. ¶ The court of 
the first tsaddik of Kock was presumably 
located in Białobrzeska (today Josele-
wicza) St., near the residence of Duch-
ess Anna Jabłonowska and Aleksandra 
d’Anstett, who presented Menachem 
Mendel with two building plots in 1837. 
To this day, there are wooden build-
ings there that might be old enough to 
remember Kock’s first tsaddik and the 
Hasidim making pilgrimages to see him.

Duchess Anna Jabłonowska is one of those amazing women of the th cen-
tury whose personalities left a lasting mark on the landscape of the towns 
they owned. The duchess rebuilt Kock and gave it a new urban profile. A new 
marketplace was founded, with a network of streets radiating from it. A new 
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town hall and other buildings were constructed in the marketplace, and 
the church in the southern frontage was rebuilt in a new style. For herself, 
Jabłonowska had a palace erected in place of the former castle, surrounded 
by a large park with exotic flora. The designer and supervisor of the construc-
tion works was Szymon Bogumił Zug, a distinguished architect of the clas-
sicist period. The court of the duchess became a meeting place for eminent 
representatives of Poland-Lithuania’s cultural world of the day: scholars, 
writers, poets, painters – and even King Stanisław August Poniatowski.

The Jewish community ¶ The first 
Jews arrived in Kock in the late 16th and 
early 17th century. Many residents of 
the town were killed during the 1648 
Cossack Revolution. After the wars of 
the mid-17th century, the town slowly 
regenerated, and Jews began to return 
as well. Towards the end of the 17th 
century, Maria Wielopolska, the owner 
of the town and niece to Queen Maria 
Kazimiera (King John III Sobieski’s 
wife) issued a document in which she 
obliged local Jews to perform duties to 
the town the same way Christians did: to 
provided organized help in case of fires, 
to keep night watch, and to repair roads, 
bridges, and dams. ¶ A hundred years 
later, Duchess Jabłonowska designated 
the northern quarter of the town to be 

a Jewish district. It was there that the 
most important buildings of the kahal 
were located – the synagogue and the 
mikveh. In a special “Proclamation” pub-
lished in 1773, the duchess also regulated 
matters for the Jews regarding judiciary 
matters and kahal elections, and also the 
rules for resettling elsewhere and trading 
in certain types of commodities. The 
earliest known statistics for the Jewish 
population of the kahal and town of Kock 
date from around that time, the second 
half of the 18th century. They prove that 
the kahal consisted of the town of Kock, 
plus three other small towns (Serokomla, 
Wojciechów, and Adamów), and 40 
nearby villages; the number of its mem-
bers was estimated at about 800, and they 
all reported to the Kock kahal.

The tsaddik’s house 
in Kock, known as 
rabinówka, . Photo 
by Mirosław Koczkodaj, 
collection of Duchess 
Anna Jabłonowska née 
Sapieha Community 
Centre in Kock





The seal of Kock’s Rabbi 
B. W. Rappaport, th 
century, collection of 
the National Archives 
in Lublin

The synagogue ¶ Before World War 
II, the synagogue stood in the north-
eastern part of the town, on the road 
leading north from the marketplace 
(now Piłsudskiego St.), at the place 
where the road leading to the Jewish 
cemetery branches off near the statue 
of Kościuszko. The synagogue was 
a large brick building that combined the 
functions of a prayer venue and Jew-
ish communal authorities gathering. 
Referred to in 1933 as the Great Syna-
gogue, the building was erected in the 
second half of the 19th century. It burnt 
down in 1899 but was soon rebuilt. The 
kahal budget for 1926–1927 included 
expenses for whitewashing and painting 
the synagogue, repairing its floors, and 
putting in glass windows. In 1930, a sum 
of money was allocated “to A. Cukier for 
the examination of the synagogue Torah 
scrolls and the synagogue itself,” and in 
1931–1933, a sum of 140 złoty was allo-
cated “for electrical wiring.” ¶ The com-
munal budgets from the interwar period 
mention two prayer houses in addition to 
the synagogue, one of which was located 
in the same building as the synagogue. ¶ 
The mikveh stood opposite the syna-
gogue, on the west side of Szkolna St. It 
was a brick building from the second half 
of the 19th century. It burnt down with 
the synagogue in 1899 but was rebuilt 
before World War I.

Social organisations ¶ Numerous 
organisations, societies, and political 
parties – both Polish and Jewish – 
emerged at the beginning of the 20th 
century and during the interwar period. 
It is well preserved in the memories of 
the local population how, during the 
1905 revolution, Jewish workers on 

strike blew up the warehouses of a local 
distillery. All Jewish political parties 
of note, from Zionists to communists, 
had established their branches in Kock. 
The Bund and Hashomer Hatzair were 
quite popular among the Jews of Kock. 
Among the trade unions, two most 
influential were the tailors’ union and 
the pursemakers’ union. The pursemak-
ers’ activities included looking after the 
public library, where local people could 
read the works of contemporary Yiddish 
authors and Yiddish translations of 
European literature. The library hosted 
multiple soirées at which young people 
of all political persuasions met. Daily, 
weekly, and monthly papers as well as 
magazines were distributed – according 
to the Memorial Book of Kock, almost 
every young person bought a paper. In 
the town council, consisting of more 
than 20 members, almost half of the 
seats were filled by Jews.

The Jewish cemetery ¶ It is not 
known where the Jewish cemetery was 
located before the new urban layout of 
Kock was implemented in the second 
half of the 18th century. A new cemetery 
was established outside town, one kilom-
eter northeast of the centre, amid fields 
gently sloping towards the south-west. 
The oldest preserved matsevah dates 
back to 1819. It is in this cemetery that 
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successive tsaddikim of the Morgen-
stern dynasty were buried, starting with 
Menachem Mendel in 1859. An ohel 
was erected over their graves, built of 
brick, with a hip roof. Before the war, 
the cemetery was surrounded by wire 
spread between wooden poles, and there 
was a custodian’s house near the gate. 
The dead from Adamów, Serokomla, and 
Wojcieszków were also buried here. The 
cemetery was expanded before the war, 
to occupy an area of 2.2 hectares. Dur-
ing the war, it was partially devastated. 
The German troops forced the Jews to 
remove the matzevot from the cemetery 
and used them to pave the roads leading 

to the palace and to build a jail in the 
palace courtyard. The Nazis carried out 
executions in the cemetery, too. After the 
war, local people uprooted the remain-
ing sandstone matzevot and pulled 
down both the ohel and the custodian’s 
house. In 1958, the land was ploughed 
and planted with trees. In 1987–1990, 
the ohel was gradually rebuilt and the 
cemetery was fenced again. Today, about 
30 matzevot can be found there. The keys 
are kept by Roman Stasiak, living in the 
first house beyond the cemetery.

The legend of Berek Joselewicz 
¶ At the opposite side of the town from 

 A panorama of 
Kock’s main square on 
a market day; the syna-
gogue is visible in the 
top right corner, s, 
Maria Kowalewska’s 
collection in the 
digital collection of the 
“Grodzka Gate – NN 
Theatre” Centre (www.
teatrnn.pl) 
 

 Ohel of Menachem 
Mendel Morgenstern 
at the Jewish cemetery 
in Kock, . Photo 
by Monika Tarajko, 
digital collection of the 
”Grodzka Gate – NN 
Theatre” (www.teatrnn.
pl)





Memorial to Berek 
Joselewicz, . Photo 
by Tomasz Młynarczyk, 
collection of Duchess 
Anna Jabłonowska née 
Sapieha Community 
Centre in Kock 

the cemetery, on the road to Białobrzegi, 
there is another important grave – that of 
Berek Joselewicz (1764–1809), a colonel 
of the Polish Army and the commander 
of an uhlan squadron. Berek was killed 
in Kock in 1809, during the battle fought 
by Polish forces led by Prince Józef 
Poniatowski against the Austrian army. 
Born in Kretinga in Lithuania, the son 
of a horse trader, Berek was described 
by the Governor of Eastern Galicia, 
Gausruck as a man of cheerful disposi-
tion and enterprising spirit. He travelled 
throughout Europe as the agent for 
Bishop Ignacy Jakub Massalski, a local 
landowner, and on his travels witnessed 
key historical events, including the 
French Revolution. During the 1794 
Kościuszko Uprising, Berek proposed 
forming a Jewish Light Cavalry Regiment 
to help the insurgent leaders against 
Russian invasion which led eventually to 
the Third Partition of Poland. Berek was 
supposed to recruit about 500 men into 
it to defend the Warsaw district of Praga. 
At Joselewicz’s request, these Jewish 
soldiers were allowed to observe their 

religious laws and wear their traditional 
Jewish beards; they were granted access 
to kosher food and the right not to work 
– or fight – on the Sabbath (whenever 
possible). ¶ After the failure of the upris-
ing, Joselewicz was taken captive, found 
himself on the Polish territory in the 
Austrian Partition, served in the Polish 
Legions in Italy and in the army of the 
Principality of Hanover, and immediately 
returned to Poland after the Duchy of 
Warsaw was established. ¶ A mound was 
erected over Berek Joselewicz’s grave. 
In 1909, Count Edward Żółkowski, the 
owner of the local estate – still under 
Russian rule at the time – erected 
a monument set on top of the mound to 
commemorate Berek as an outstanding 
Polish patriot. In the interwar period, 
Berek Joselewicz became a symbol of the 
active presence of Jews in Polish history 
and, at the same time, a hero for the 
Jewish scouting movement, such as the 
assimilation-oriented Berek Joselewicz 
Scout Troops and the Zionist scouting 
organisation Hashomer Hatzair.

Berek Joselewicz and Menachem Mendel appear together as charac-
ters in a novel by Joseph Opatoshu, titled In Polish Woods (In Poylishe 
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Velder/W polskich lasach, Yiddish edition , Polish edition ), 
set in Kock before the January Uprising. Jonas Turkow directed a fea-
ture film based on this book in , but the movie has not survived.

In 1927, a Citizens Committee was 
appointed to build a vocational train-
ing and an elementary school in Kock 
to be named after Joselewicz as a form 
of memorial. The project was launched 
under the honorary patronage of Poland’s 
leader, Marshal Józef Piłsudski, and the 
committee was comprised of the leading 
representatives of the local Jewish and 
Christian communities: Mayor Marian 
Otton Górczyński, Municipal Councillor 
Moszek Goldband, Rabbi Josef Morgen-
stern, Prelate Marceli Glinka, Kock’s par-
ish priest; Mojżesz Dawid Wajnberg, the 
head of the Jewish community in Kock; 
Marcin Stępień, the principal of the 
elementary school; and Town Councillor 
Jojna Zygielman. ¶ After several years of 
fund-raising, the school was finally built 
– the main part of the building was com-
pleted by the summer of 1939. Further 
work was interrupted by the German 
occupation. The school opened after the 
war, and to this day the building is part of 
the school complex in Kock.

World War II and the Holocaust 
¶ On September 9, 1939, during the first 
bombing of the town, the last tsaddik of 
Kock, Israel Leib Morgenstern, was killed 
together with all his family in the orchard 
near their house. ¶ The last battle of 
the September Campaign was fought 
near Kock during October 2 to 5, 1939, 
between the Independent Operational 
Group “Polesie” commanded by Gen. 
Franciszek Kleeberg and the victori-
ous German 13th Motorised Infantry 
Division. ¶ After entering the town, the 
Germans very quickly began implement-
ing repressive measures aimed predomi-
nantly against the Jewish population. In 
November 1939, they rounded the Jews 
up in the synagogue and ordered them 
to pull it down. The prayer house and 
the mikveh were destroyed in the same 
way. Resettlements of Jews to Kock began 
from both nearby and more distant 
towns (Lubartów, Suwałki). Toward the 
end of 1940, a ghetto was established in 
the northern part of the town, where all 

Commemorations marking the anniversary of the 
death of Col. Berek Joselewicz, May , collection 
of the National Digital Archives, Poland





Jews were confined. The liquidation of 
the ghetto began near the end of 1942. It 
was preceded by two mass executions in 
the summer that year – more than 200 
people were shot dead in each of them. 

In the autumn, the Jews were marched to 
Łuków, from where they were trans-
ported to the Treblinka extermination 
camp and murdered there.

„ In November 1942, the Jews from Kock were sent to Treblinka. Lieutenant Brand 
ordered that they were to travel to the train station on peasant wagons.

And so the wagons rolled all day long… / Hersz Buczko was there, riding, the one who 
ran a groat mill. / There rode Szlomo Rot, who made the best ice cream. / There rode 
Jakow Marchewka, who sold lemonade. / There rode Cyrla Opelman, who imported the 
most elegant fabrics, and her competitor, Abram Grzebień. / Cyrla Wiernik, the one from 
the market square, from the haberdashery store, was there on the wagons, and Szlomo 
Rosenblat, her neighbour, dealing in women’s haberdashery, was there too. / There was Hen-
noch Madanes, an ironmonger… / … and there was Lejb Zakalik, the mill owner, with his 
brother, children, and grandchildren… / Hanna Krall, Tam już nie ma żadnej rzeki (There 
Is No River There Anymore), Warsaw 1998.

The story of Apolonia Machczyńska, a Christian woman from Kock mur-
dered by the Germans for helping the Jews, was recounted by Hanna Krall 
and is referred to in (A)pollonia, a play directed by Krzysztof Warlikowski. 
The première of the play took place in  at the Nowy Teatr in Warsaw 
and was one of the major theatrical events in Poland in recent years.

Present day ¶ Present-day Kock 
is a charming little town in Lubartów 
County, inhabited by about 3,500 
people. It has several pubs and two 
small hotels which also function as 
wedding reception venues. Agritourism 
farms in the vicinity also offer accom-
modation. The Anna Jabłonowska née 

Sapieha Community Centre in Kock 
(tel. +48 81 859 11 10, +48 501 699 518; 
domkultury.kock@wp.pl) is a partner of 
the Shtetl Routes project. They are guid-
ing also in the new multimedial Kock 
Historical Museum, which is presenting 
multicultural history of the town. 

Berek Joselewicz grave (1809), at the road towards Białobrzegi. ¶ Jewish cemetery (18th c.), 
with tsaddik’s ohel, Św. Jana Chrzciciela St. ¶ Tzaddik’s house (19th/20th c.), Wojska Pol-
skiego St. ¶ Kock Historical Museum (in the building of the library), 6 Marcina Stępnia St. 
¶ Church of the Assumption of Mary (1779–1782), 15 Księżnej Anny Jabłonowskiej Sq. ¶ 

The Palace of Duchess Anna Jabłonowska née Sapieha (1770), 1 Tadeusza Kościuszki St. ¶ 

The complex of the town wooden and brick buildings (19th/20th c.), including the tsaddik’s 
residence. ¶ A war cemetery with a memorial to the soldiers who perished in the Battle of 
Kock, the last battle of the September Campaign of 1939, Kleeberga St.

Worth 
seeing
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Firlej (10 km): a Jewish cemetery (19th c.); the wooden Church of the Transfiguration 
(1880). ¶ Radzyń Podlaski (21 km): the old Jewish cemetery (17th/18th c.); the new Jewish 
cemetery (early 20th c.); Holy Trinity Church (1641); the Potocki palace and park complex 
(17th/18th c.); the Szlubowski Palace (18th c.). ¶ Michów (18 km): The Church of the Assump-
tion of Mary (16th c.); a memorial (2013) at the site of the destroyed Jewish cemetery. ¶ 

Lubartów (24 km): a Jewish cemetery (1819); the Sanguszko Palace with a garden (18th c.); 
St. Anne’s Basilica (1733–1738); Capuchin monastery complex: Church of St. Lawrence, 
a monastery, and a garden (1737–1741). ¶ Czemierniki (20 km): urban layout (16th/18thc.); 
a Jewish cemetery (1703); a palace and park complex (1615–1622); the Church of St. 
Stanislaus (1603–1617). ¶ Adamów (21 km): a Jewish cemetery (20th c.); the Church of the 
Holy Cross (1796–1858). ¶ Parczew (41 km): a synagogue, currently a shop (2nd half of the 
19th c.); a wooden bell tower (1675); the Shrine of Our Lady Queen of Families (1905–1913). 
¶ Kamionka (22 km): a Jewish cemetery (1st half of the 19th c.); the Church of the Holy Apos-
tles Peter and Paul (15th/16th c.); the Weyssenhoff family tomb chapel (1848); the Zamoyski 
family tomb chapel (1890–1893). ¶ Kozłówka (24 km): The Zamoyski Museum – a palace 
and park complex comprising 14 buildings dating back to the late 18th and the early 19th c. 
as well as a 19-hectare park with a French-style garden. ¶ Bobrowniki (42 km): a Jewish 
cemetery (19th c.); the Church of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary (1488, rebuilt in 
the 16th and 17th c.). ¶ Dęblin (43 km): a synagogue, currently a shop (2nd half of the 19th c.); 
a fortress (19th c.); the wooden Church of the Merciful Christ (1781); the Air Force Museum; 
the Vistula River Railroad Station complex. ¶ The Polesie National Park ¶ The Kozłówka 
Forest Landscape Park

Surrounding 
area
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